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Vital Embarks on Major Gold 
 Exploration Program in West Africa 
 
Vital Metals Ltd (ASX Code: VML) is pleased to announce that it has entered into a farm-in 
agreement on highly prospective gold exploration tenements in West Africa, presenting the 
Company with an outstanding new opportunity. 
 
Vital, which will also continue to progress its advanced Tungsten projects in Queensland and 
WA, has struck a farm-in agreement with Ampella Mining which will see it explore for gold 
in Burkina Faso. 
 
Vital can earn a stake of up to 80 per cent in Ampella’s Doulnia/Campala property, where an 
initial evaluation program by Ampella encountered widespread gold mineralisation when the 
Company was exploring for zinc in 2007-2008.  Following completion of evaluation work, 
Vital may elect to withdraw or earn equity in three stages: 
 

• VML will earn a 60% equity by sole funding A$1.5 million of exploration 
expenditure 

• VML may increase its equity to 70% by sole funding the next A$2 million  
expenditure 

• VML may then move to 80% equity by carrying the Project to completion of a 
pre-feasibility study. 

 
The Government of Burkina Faso will retain a 10% free-carried interest, meaning Ampella 
will hold a 10% contributing equity stake should Vital meet the above conditions. 
 
The Doulnia/Campala property is located near the village of Tiebele, about 175km south of 
the capital Ouagadougou. It consists of two Permits (arrêtes) with a combined total area of 
463sqkm. Previous exploration work in the region, mostly for base metals, has been 
conducted by BRGM (the French Government Geological Survey), a small Canadian 
exploration company (from 1992 to 1997), Anmeracosa (a subsidiary of Anglo American plc) 
and Ampella.   
 
Ampella is finalising arrangements with the relevant authorities in Burkina Faso to formally 
add gold to the minerals to be included within the terms and conditions of the two Permits. 
 
Ampella spent about $1.5 million exploring for zinc in 2007-2008.  As announced by 
Ampella in the exploration announcements in 2008, this work included the excavation of four 
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trenches which exposed multiple quartz veins in three main zones with widespread 
indications of gold, including an interval of 10m at 7.87 grams per tonne of gold.  
 
Anomalous gold-in-soil values exceeding 25 ppb gold occurrences throughout a previously 
sampled local grid covering 7.5km long by 3km wide.  These anomalous zones indicate gold-
bearing quartz veins that occur in structural zones which could possibly extend for distances 
ranging from 400 metres to 3.5km over widths of 50m to 250m. 
 
Gold-bearing quartz vein material has also been exposed in artisanal workings at two 
localities, Kollo South and Kollo North.  Several other targets, indicated by anomalous gold-
in-soil values, exist outside the two known prospects and have potential to host significant 
gold mineralisation. 

 
  
 
Grab sampling by Vital’s geological personnel during a field inspection of the Kollo property 
early in September 2009 yielded some impressive gold values including 6.73, 3.42 and 6.00 
grams of gold per tonne. 
 
Ampella is farming out the Doulnia/Campala property after enjoying excellent success in 
Burkina Faso, where it now has a total commitment to work on its substantial Batie West 
Gold Project in the south-west of the country. 
 
The evaluation program to be carried out by Vital will include further geochemical sampling, 
1500 metres of additional trenching and at least 1500 metres of RC drilling of at least two 
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targets at a total estimated cost of $300,000.  This work should be completed during the 
October 2009 to May 2010 dry season. 
 
Most of the work has been conducted on the southern (Doulnia) Permit and, although almost 
no exploration has been carried out on the northern (Campala) tenement, it would appear to be 
equally prospective for gold mineralisation. 
 
The combined areas have the potential for the discovery of a significant gold resource in rock 
sequences previously considered only prospective for base metals. 
 
An operating gold treatment plant is located at Youga about 40 kilometres to the east. 
 
Vital directors believe this Project represents an excellent opportunity to locate significant 
deposits of gold at low cost in an area now generally regarded as one of the most prospective 
regions for gold in the world.  The co-operation of Ampella Mining, which has been well 
established within Burkina Faso for several years, in conducting this work will be of great 
assistance to Vital in performing the early stages of exploration in the most cost effective 
manner. 
 
Vital will continue to develop its Australian tungsten Projects at Watershed and Mt Mulgine, 
notwithstanding the present depressed price of tungsten, but holds high hopes that this unique 
West African opportunity will add substantial value to the Company and its shareholders 
while we await a resurgence of interest in tungsten. 
 
Vital announced earlier this week that it had appointed Howard William Carr as its new chief 
executive. Dr Carr, 44, holds a PhD in Economic Geology from the University of WA, a 
Graduate Diploma in Management and is a Member of the Australian Institute of 
Geoscientists, the Geological Society of Australia, the Society of Economic Geologists and 
the Licensing Executives Society of Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Dr Carr has extensive experience across both the commercial and academic spheres, including 
as exploration manager for Canadian minerals company Princess Resources. 
 

- ENDS - 
 
For further details, refer to the company’s website, www.vitalmetals.com.au or contact: 
 
W (Bill) Ryan 
Chairman  
0417 172 923 
 
Vital Metals Ltd 
Level 1, 335 Hay Street, Subiaco WA 6008 
PO Box 8243, Subiaco East WA 6008 
Telephone: +61 8 9388 7742  
Fax: +61 8 9388 0804 
Email: vital@vitalmetals.com.au  
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Website: www.vitalmetals.com.au

 
 
 
Note: “The information in this report that relates to exploration results, mineral resources or 
ore reserves is based on information compiled by Mr Bruce Arthur Pertzel, who is a Fellow of 
the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy. Mr Pertzel is an employee of Vital 
Metals Ltd and has sufficient experience which is relevant to the style of mineralisation and 
type of deposit under consideration and to the activity which he is undertaking to qualify as a 
Competent Person as defined in the 2004 edition of the “Australasian Code for Reporting of 
Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves”. Mr Pertzel consents to the 
inclusion in the report of the matters based on his information in the form and context in 
which it appears.” 
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